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FEDERAL JURISDICTION IN THE TERRITORIES. 


Judge Black's argument for Utah before the Judiciary Committee of the 
House of Representatives, February 1, 1889. mache 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 196.] | 


AY clients, or at least the leading teachers and jurists among them, are 
I unshaken in the belief that marriage, being ordained of God and, a 
‘sacrament of the Church, cannot be rightfully interfered with by the State. 
For the practicul purposes of the present case it does not matter whether they 
are right or wrong about that. | . 
" ding tlie authority of the State, the question arises, who is the State: 
Where is the civil power to control them vested 4 . 
They assert that this power resides in their own government, and can be 
exercised only by their own legislature; that in this as in all things of 
purely local concern they are their own masters, with a perfect right to govern 
themselves. Therefore they hold that the forcible interference of — oy 
in such affairs, whether it be or be not an invasion of their religious freedom, 
is beyond all doubt a plain and palpable infraction of their civil liberties. 
The opposing theory carried out to its logical consequences is that they are 
not a free — ea a body of mereslaves, subject in all matters of every 
kind to the will of Congress ; a body in which they have no representatio 
and composed af strangers, perhaps of enemies, who will take pleasure an 
give pleasure to their constituents, by the most injurious legislation they can 
invent against the peo) lé who are subject to it. e underlying question is, 
therefore, that of jurisdiction, which you are obliged to determine before you 
can know whether you are passing a law or merely disgracing the statute book 
by an act of gross usurpation. If it be ultra vires, it is not only a violation of 
constitutional morality, but as void as an ordinance on the same subject passed 
by the directors of @ private corporation. | i} 
Perhaps it may be worth while to inquire for a moment how this conflict of 
jurisdiction came about. It started thus? The ere being succeasively 
“driven out of Ohio, Missouri and Illinois, took their religion with them to 
the wilderness of Utah. To us it is false. But that is truth to them which 
they believe to be true, Their faith in their own creed is proved by their 
works and with more suffering than any other sect in modern times has 
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* endured. It is all nonsense to doubt their sincerity. Nobody does 
oubt it. 

It is a part of this religion that plural marriages are in some cases righteous 
and parry Their Church teaches that, they made no laws to punish its 
mewibers for acting according to their belie The simple forbearance of their 
government to fine and imprison people for * 2 they all believed to b 
right is the head and front of their offending. How could amy m person 
expect them to do anything else? The the-mesforvane to believe im- 

ci faith that polygamy 
wax not wrong. How could they make it a penal offence without subverting 
their civil institutions 1 You might as well ask a — to punish one another 
for their complexion, the color of their hair, or the shape of their bodies com- 
mon to, and adinired by, all. They simply could not either make or execute 
such a law. As an organized community they must have perished if they 
had undertaken it. 

Because they would not and could not take this destructive course ey are 
supposed to be guilty of such heinous wickedness that they are hardly fit to 
live on the same planet with us. 

The law which they could not make for themselves, because their judgment 
condemned it as unjust and impolitic, is now to be made for them and thrust 
down their throats “against the stomach of their sense.” Their government 
refused to commit suicide ; therefore it ought to be murdered. 

The question whether you can constitutionally legislate on this subject in- 
volves the entire right of self-government. It covers the whole ground 
between freedom and slavery. The formation of the family, marriage and 
divorce, the legitimacy of children, the succession to property, these are the 
most purely private, domestic, and local of all subjects to which human 
legislation can apply ; and if your right to control a people in these respects 
be conceded there is nothing elss on which your jurisdiction can be denied. 

-You can make your laws good or bad, as you please, and they are as binding 

one way as the other. That they will be very bad is not an idle apprehension ; 

for you will be impelled by strong motives to legislate without the smallest 
rd for the rights, interests, wishes, or feelings of the people concerned. 

f you can forbid polygamy where it is believed to be right, you can force 
it on a community that holds it in detestation. You can divorce every man 
from his wife or wives, whether he has one or many. You can abolish the 
institution of marriage entirely, strip all men and all women of their —— 
rights, bastardize all their children, and bring on the reign of universal free 
Jove. If you can imprison, disfranchise, and disgrace a man for marrying 
the woman he lives with, there is no reason (I mean no legal reason) why you 

Should not patronize adultery and honor the brothel. 

This omnipotent — of Congress, which makes and breaks the matrimo- 
mial contract, extends to all the relations of private life. That of parent and 
child necessarily goes with it; ancestor and heir follows, of course, and by 
‘parity of reasoning, master and servant are included. Then why not debtor 
and creditor, landlord and tenant, vendor and vendee? What shall hinder 
you to take away the testamentary power, forbid administration of a dece- 
dent’s estate, regulate all business, and stop all work except what you and 
‘your constituents approve. 

I To carry into effect the laws already passed it is necessary and proper that 
vou should have a police force composed of spies and delators, who will thrust 
themselves into the kitchens and bedchambers of all families, employ eaves- 
droppers who will watch them at keyholes and windows, or, in default of that, 
change the rules of 2 — a committee of the Senate has actually pro- 
‘ — and compel the law usband and wife to testify against one another 
an contemptuous defiance ef the great principles which protect the sanctities 
of the family and lie at the basis of civil society. 
It is perfectly clear that if your claim to exclusive jurisdiction be established, 
so as to comprehend the power to punish men and women for making family 
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ents which you disapprove, you have authority to define all offences; 
anything is a crime which you choose to call sv, and everything is innucent 


which think proper to tolerate. Lou may therefore make an entire 


criminal code for them, and you may make it as pernicious as you choose. 
It need nut be “a terror to evil-doers, or a praise unto them that do well,” if 
you wish to have it otherwise. The virtues may be visited with penalties ; 
justice, chastity, temperance, and truth may be sent to the penitentiary ; 
swindling and perjury may be legalized. Taking the exceptional jurispru- 
dence of Spurta as a model, larceny — become a merit, or following a more 
recent precedent in the Congressional goverument of the South, you can 
maintain thé worst men in the highest offices, throw the reins louse on the 
neck of rapacity, make leprous fraud adored, 


—Place thieves 
And give them title, knee and approbation 
With semators on the bench. 


If have not only the right, but the exclusive right, to do this it must 
be acknowledged that there is no use for a local government ; it is merely in 
your way and accordingly — have already begun to abolish it. Agents 
appointed under your laws have gone down with instructions to take possession 
of all the polling places and registration offices, and the — were expressly 
forbidden to vote except by their permission and under their supervision. 
— construed your law as a bill of pains and penalties which attainted the 
whole population, and they ordered every voter to be disfranchised who would 
not take an expurgatory bath that covered his whole life. Another set of 
agents assert that they have your direction to seize all the territorial offices, 
and distribute them as booty among the enemies of the people. One more 
step, an eusy and a short one, you are much urged to take, and that is to send 
a commission upon them with power, not only to supervise them when they 
vote, and deprive whom they please of the ballot, but to make and execute 
all laws on every — oe to govern them generally as an overseer might 
govern a plantation of slaves: : 

Of course it is possible that the Territory might be controlled justly, 
wisely, and moderately by the hirelings of the Federal Government. But the 
chances are a thousand to one that they would act as persons in that situation 
have always acted ; oppress and plunder their subjects, steal their money, and 
tax their industry to death. This might provoke the resistance of the most 
— people, and the first symptom of disorder would furnish a legal excuse 

or 22 — up root and branch. Arbitrary rulers pardon nothing to the 
spirit of liberty. 

Has Congress this exclusive power of legislation for a Territory? Or does 
it belong to the people of the Territory and to the representatives whom they 
have chosen to entrust with it? I maintain that the right of local self govern- 
ment is founded on acknowledged principles of public law ; it existed before 
this Government was framed, and the Constitution reserves it to the people 
of the Territories as distinctly as to the States. 

Look at the practical case; citizens of a State or several States leave the 
place of their residence and go out with their families to colonize themselves 
on the public domain of the Union, beyond the limits of any State. They 
buy the land and settle upon it with the consent of the General Government, 
to which it belonged, whereby they became a separate body detached from 
others. Have they ceased to be free? Did they leave their liberties behind 
them? Have they not a natural right to their daily lives and adjust 
their private relations by such laws as they think will be most suitable to their 
condition and best promote their interest? Yes, they have, unless they are 
slaves ; for the f of the community ts ne ily from the free- 
dom of the individuals that compose it. | 
I do not assert that they can govern themselves in a way forbidden by the 
Federal Constitution or by an act of Congress passed in pursuance thereof. 
The people of a State cannot do that. What I do assert is that Congress 
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eannot legislate for a Territory on any subject-matter on which it cannot 

legislate for a State. This furnishes an easy and infallible test of constitu. 
tionality. If Congress may regulate marriage and divorce in a State it may 
do so in a Territory ; if not, not. 

It is true, also, that the General Government may give the colonists a char- 
ter, and call it an act of incorporation or an organic luw. This was what the 
imperial government of England did for the several culonies that settled on 
its lands in America. But the charter must be a free one. If it abridges the: 
liberty of the people to do as they please about matters which concern nobody 
else, it is void. Even if the colonists would consent, for a consideration, to 
accept an organic law ne a restraint upon their right of self-government, 
they could throw it off as a nullity ; for the birthright of a freeman is inalien- 
able. I need not say that foreigners naturalized are on a level with native 
citizens, 

As Congress cannot give, so it cannot withhold the blessings of popular 
government in a Territory. But the legislation now — in nddition to 
that already passed would blacken the character of the Federal Government 
with an act of cruel perfidy. The charter you gave to Utah was in fall 
accordance with the broad principles of American liberty. You organized 
for them a free territorial government, put into their hands all the machine 
that was needed to carry it on : the ballot to be used under regulations of their 
own ; officers chosen by themselves to administer their local affairs, collect the 
taxes, and take charge of their money, and a legislature representing them, 
responsible to them, clothed with exclusive power to make their laws, and to 
alter them from time to time as experience might show to be just and expe- 
dient. Gilding your invitation with this offer of free government, you attracted 
— from every State and from all purts of the civilized world, whose in- 

ustry scattered — over that barren region and made the desert bloom 
like a garden. Now you are urged to break treacherously in upon their 
security—supersede the laws which they approve, by others which are odious: 
to them; make their legislation a mockery by declaring that yours is exclu- 
sive; drive out the officers in whom they confide, and fill their places with 
raging and rapacious enemies ; take away their right of suffrage, and with it 

chance of peaceable redress ; break down the whole structure of the terri- 
torial government, under which you promised to give them a permanent 
shelter. Would not this be a case of Punic faith? Apart from all quest ion 
of constitutional morality, the conduct of the wrecker who burns false lights 
to mislead the vessel he wishes to plunder does not seem to me more perfidious. 
If it has the same appearance to you, it will be swept away with the scorn it 
deserves. But let us — to the point of law. ä 

The relations of the colonies to Great Britain were precisely the same as 
- those which exist between what we call the Territories and the General Gus- 
ernment of the United States. By — — law of the world the colonies 
had the right of local self-guvernment. The. imperial Parliament, omnipotent 
at home, was utterly without. power ta legislate on the domestic affairs of 
any community settled upon crown lands nid or given ta them on this side 
of the Atlantic. This freedom was not only:asserted by the colonists, but for 
more than a century they were allowed to enjoy it without disturbance, The 
-exclusiveness of their right to legislate for themselves, the extent to which it 
was exercised, and the range of subjects it embraced, are known to all who 
bave read their history. | 

In those days the doctrine of perfect religious freedom was unknown ; it 
was rded asa proper function of the civil authority to punish whatever it 
deemed false theology, This power, like others, belonged to the colonies. 
When heretics, proscribed in England by the laws in force there; fled: beyond 
the sea and organized a colony, they not only escaped persecution, bat 
acquired the right to persecute others. By some of the colonies this power 
vas mueh abused: but the Parliament could not interfere to prevent it. The 
King sent Lord Biltimors and « large body of his retainers to Virginia with 
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@ grant of land and a letter to the colonial authorities, requesting that he 
might not be molested on account of his religion. The colonial legislature 
resented this as au interference with their established right of self-govern- 
ment, and: replied to the King that if Lord Baltimore practiced the Catholic 
religion within their territory he must submit to such penalties as they chose 
to inflict. | The royal mandate was withdrawn; Lord Baltimore was moved 
above the Potomac, where he and his friends erected a colony of their own, 
and that “= - excited the disgust of Parliament and the indignation 
Virginia by tolerating all kinds of religion. 

I mention these things to show that self-government in its Broadest sense 
was claimed by and conceded to the colonies. Then home rule extended to 
matters of religion as it did to all other affairs within the scope of the civil 
authority. Here and now the conflict between Federal power and the rights 
of a State or Territory could not take that shape, inasmuch as legislation on 
such subjects is excepted forever out of the power of all government. 


But suppose by a stretch of your imagination that Parliament, led by some 


ultra Tory, had undertaken to prescribe what family relations should exist in 


a particular colony, provide the severest penalties to enforce the regulations 
by penalties in direct conflict with the popular sense of duty and against pre- 
existing laws, customs and opinions, What. would history have said about 
such a Parliament? But suppose, further, that the same Purliament, to 
remove impediments from the way of its act, broke down all the free institu- . 
tions of the colony, forbade trial by jury unless the jury was packed, dis- 
franchised the legal voters, prevented elections that were not supervised by 
agents of the ministry, ordered the erpulsion of all officers already chosen, 
and replaced them by avowed enemies with power to tax and cheat them at 
will. Could such measures as these against any of the colunies have found 
one unprejudiced and honest defender in the world? : 

In, fact and in truth, nothing nearly so atrocious was proposed or attempted. — 
The stamp act, the tax upon tea, the prohibition of certain manufactures, the. 
ton port bill, and other restrictions upon trade, were trifles in comparison. 
t they reached the vituls of civil liberty simply because they denied the 
principle of perfect home rule in the colonies; they asserted a jurisdiction, 
in Parliament which was inconsistent with the right of the colonies to govern 
themselves in matters which affected their own rights, interests and feelings. 
Therefore those measures kindled a blaze of indignation in every colony. All 
true men in America pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred, 
honors to“ throw off the shackles of usurped control,“ and in the outcome 
they did “hew them link from link.“ The friends of liberty in England 
sided with patriots here. Burke and Fox made the defensive sophistry of 
ministers contemptible, Chatham declared that if Americans submitted they 
would become slaves themselves, and fit instruments to enslave others. 1 
rejoice,“ said he, that America resisted.” : 

If there be anything fixed, established and undeniable as a proposition of 
public law, it is the natural right of a free community like Utah to govern, 
itself. It is impossible for a member of Congress not to know that the 
success of our revolution was an acknowledged triumph of that principle, 
Euglish and American supporters of Lord North’s ministry may have been 
conscientious in their oppogition to this doctrine, and upright statesmen may 
dissent from it now; but it is not easy to see how any man can believe in 
the rightfulness of these aggressions upon Utah, except for reasons which 
«ould have made him a Tory if he had lived in the time of the revolution. 


I have said that these people have a natural right to govern themselves ; 
but I admit that this natural right may be abridged by fundamental urrange- 
ment. That is to say, the right of legislation for a Territory upon some sub- 
jects or all may be taken away from the people and vested in Congress by 
the Federal Constitution. Would it not be a shocking surprise to discover in 
that instrument a provision so hostile to the liberty for which they had 
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fought and toiled for seven years? You will find upon looking at the Con- 
stitution that it is not there. | : 
But the unlimited sway which the power of exclusive legislation would 
ve, has at different times in our history been much desired by members of 
gress and by friends of theirs, who cast their covetous eyes on offices and 
— — which did not belong to them. Before the industry of Utah had 
made it rich enough to be worth robbing, the notion was started that if the 
Southern States could be reduced to the condition of Territories, the absolute 
domination of Congress over them through the instrumentality of carpet- 
baggers and bayonets would become constitutional. Therefore the first step 
was to declare that the State governments did not legally exist; the States 
were said to be Territories, and, as a consequence, supposed to be at the 
mercy of Congress. ; 
| [ro BE CONTINUED. | 


DISTRESS [IN ENGLAND, AND ITS REMEDY. 


BY JOHN I. BENCH. 
— 

WHILE traveling among the people during the past four or five months, there 
has been one we. Bova: 12 herd’ times.” Many hundreds are out of 
employment, consequently poverty exists to a great extent. Now there must 
be a cause for the present distress, for it was not always thus—England has 
seen better days. I need not recount her extensive manufactures, which gave 
employment to millions of her people, while in foreign lands she founda 

y market for her productions. For a long time did this land roll ina 
state of prosperity, but England, with other nations, had to learn that west- 
ward the star of empire wends its way,” and that beyond the sea have sprung 
up manufactures which have grown so rapidly and to such an enormous 
extent that England’s exports have received a decided check. From present 
appearances England never will be able to compete with the United States, 
and as trade toa great extent took its departure from this land, so also has 
there been a ual falling away of exportations, and England has been 
going down, down. The loss of employment to the people is to a great ex- 
tent the cause of the degradation and — that abound on the right hand 
and on the left, and of the present dark and foreboding outlook. 

The march of progress is still onward, penetrating the Far West. where 
English capital is seeking new channels for investment, and already far- 
seeing men are beginning to look into the “ Resources of Utah,” and in the 
near future predict for her a rising prominence. In Utah’s surrounding 
mountains abound an inexhaustible supply of minerals, which would be a 
source of wealth to any uation that possessed them, and the “ Mormons” (by 
some mysterious power) have located themselves right in the midst of thu 
untold wealth in the Rocky Mountains 

Truly marvelous it doubtless 9 to the world, that a people should be 
led here who were the followers of Joseph Smith, the despised of the world. 
Strange that they, after seeing their Prophet and others murdered in cold 
blood, and after being driven forth by bitter persecution and having: to | 
endure hardships which no other people on earth would endure, should, 
under the leadership of President * . a resting place in 
that retreat! Strange that after traveling hundreds of miles they should be 
impelled to press onward over a trackless prairie of a thousand miles, and 
locate themselves in a barren desert, the most uninviting spot on earth, where 
it had been asserted by mountaineer Bridger and others that vegetation would 
not grow! Strange here in the midst of savage Indians who roamed the 
mountains in — of game, and crickets and grasshoppers which were 
to devour the first green thing which should appear, they should be able to 
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establish such a * community! And stranger still, that after they 
were fully established their country should prove to be so rich in mineral 
wealth as to excite the envy of the proud and draw thither the capital of 
wealthy aud powerful nations! But this is in accordance with the — of 
the Almighty. ‘That despised people are not always to remain isolated and 
obscure ; 1 to become the centre of power, the head and front of civil- 
ization, and the true supporters of correct government when anarchy and 
strife prevail elsewhere. To their country will not only wealth flow for a safe 
investment, but to them will the peace-loving and law-abiding fly for pro- 
tection, when they cannot find it in their own lands. 

Among the Latter-day Saints in the Rocky Mountains are we to behold the 
fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah and Micah, and also of Daniel, who 
predicted that in the last days the God of heaven would set up a kingdom 
which should never be thrown down nor given to another people. And as 
this kingdom is to grow and fill the whole earth, so also must other kingdoms, 
powers and governments bow in submission, and as prosperity attends the 
rising kingdom, so must the reverse be met with in the nations of the earth. 
And those who will not obey the call, “Come out of her my people, that ye 
be net partakers of her sins, that ye receive not of her plagues,” must expect 
to be partakers of the calamities which are coming upon the earth. 

In conclusion, I would call upon those who may peruse these lines and 
have not yielded obedience to the requirements of the Gospel, to pause and 
investigate the principles of so-called Mormonism.“ Ask yourselves the 
question, Is it possible that these Elders would leave their homes under all 
circumstances, traverse sea and land for 6,000 — and spend years in the 
ministry without purse and scrip, if they did not know the Gospel which 
they offer you was true? Without this knowledge would they ever have 
left the lands of their nativity, leaving father, mother, brother, sister and all 
the ties of relationship, without any knowledge of their future in this life 
forbidding as it appeared bidding all as it were a good-by forevermore, and 
wend their way to the far West? Answer ye yourselves. Know, then, that 
they offer you a means of escape from this daily increasing poverty and 
distress—that by yielding obedience to the requirements of the Gospel you 
will gain —— you never dreamed of—a greater hope beyond the grave 
— — into futurity, and by which knowledge a man may become an 

t ing. 

Thousands to-day testify to the truth of this work, and that the gifts of the 
Gospel which existed in the primitive Church do exist with the Latter 
Saints, and have been with them since their organization, and I can but ad 
mine to the testimonies already offered. 


PropHecy Fuurittep.—A short time since, as our readers are aware, we 
published an account of a visit paid to Sam Brannan, by Brothers Phelps 
and Cozzens, of Montpelier, who found the former millionaire at Gua mos, 
in the most squalid penury and wretchedness. B. M. Pratt, of Fillmore, 
Millard County, having read the statement, forwards the following as show- 
„ of a prediction made coucerning Brannan, by the late 

arley P. Pratt :— 

_ “In the winter of 1844 and until the fall of 1845 he assisted Parley P. Pratt 
in publishing in New York City a paper in the interest of the Latter-day 
Saints. He. subsequently took a company of Saints around Cape Horn to San 
Francisco, which was then but thinly settled, and he became rich thro 
. eto, and forsook his religion. In 1854, while the late Parley P. 
ratt was on a mission on the Pacific Coast, he was informed that Mr. Brannan, 
then a millionaire, was very much afraid some one would kill bim for his 
money. ‘Parley FP. Pratt said Go tell Sam Brannan from me that he sha 
not die till he is in want of ten cents to buy aloaf of bread.’ It seems the 
word of the Prophet has been fulfilled.“ Desert News. 


| 


216 LArrER SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


— — 


MONDAY, APRIL 3, 1883. 


A DIALOGUE 


2 a young Latter-day Saint Elder and a stranger, as they chance to 

meet in a railway carriage while traveling in England. : 

——0--— | 

SrrancEr.—(Looking up from a paper which he has been reading) The Salva- 

tion Army is accomplishing a wonderful work in this land. Do you not 

think so? 

ELD RR. — Well, perhups I am not prepared to judge, as I ama stranger in 

these parts, and have not seen much of it. What is the wonderful work to 
which you allude 4 


S.—Why, the saving of hundreds of souls every — 1 thought every 
person had heard of it. 

E.— True, I have heard much about the Salvation Army, and have even 
seen it parading in some of the towns I have visited; but what am I to 
understand by the saving of souls ? 

8.— That is plain enough. They are converted. 
Converted to what? 
8.— Jo a belief in Christ. 

E. — And does that constitute salvation? 

8.— Ves; is not that aceording to Scripture? 

E—I do not so understand it. Christ said, He that endureth to the end 
shall be saved ;” and the promise to John the Revelator was: Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee. a crown of life.” 

S.—Well, as to whether salvation can be gained now or at the end of life 
we will not dispute, but did the Savior not say: “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him ?” (Rev. ii, 10.) 

_ E—Yes ; and He also said, “Not every one that saith Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. vii. 21); showing that something more than a 
profession of belief i in Christ is essential to salvation. 

. S.—What are we to understand, then, by the Savior’s assertion that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but Wave eternal life ?” (John iii. 15.) 
,E.--That belief or faith in Him is necessary, and if a man truly believe in 
Him he will do whatever else is necessary. He further says : “ He that 
helieveth on me, the works that I do shall he do also“ (John xiv. 12.) : 
8.—80 you think that works are necessary to salvation. What, then, did 
Paul mean when he said in the 4th chapter of Romans: But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
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counted for righteousness. Even as David deseribeth the blessedness of the 
man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works.” 

E.—If we read the whole of his argument we will find that his aim was to 
establish faith in God and prove its efficacy. As a proof that he did not 
ignore the necessity of works, we only need turn to the 2nd chapter of 
Romans, where he alludes to God as one “who will render to every man 
according to his deéds,” and says that “not the hearers of the law are just 
before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.” 

S.— But in the 10th chapter he says, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God bath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

E.—I would answer that us before; a true belief, or faith in Christ would 
naturally lead to the works necessary to salvation. As a proof of this, we 
only have to refer to the 16th chapter of Acts, where the jailor is said to have 
asked of Paul, What must I do to be saved?” Paul answered: Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” And after the man and his 
family had been taught the word of the Lord, they were baptized that same 
night. 

S.—Oh, then you mean that a man must also be baptized to be saved, do 
you! 

E.—Certainly, but I want to refer you to what the Apostle James says of 
faith without works. Read his second epistle. In that he makes it very 
clear that faith without works is of no avail, and says that by works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only,” and that “as the body without the 
Spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” 

S.—Yes, the language of James is certainly very positive on that point. 


E.—And that is not all; the Savior has informed us just as positively that 


“ He shall reward every man according to his works” (Matt. xvi. 27), and in 
the vision of the judgment shown to John, the dead “were judged every man 
according to his works” (Rev. xx. 13). But I would not have you think that 
I undervalue faith, for it is the first principle of true religion. It is the 
moving cause of all action. Without faith we would have no works to 
recommend us, for it is faith that leads to works. Paul says “ without faith 
it is impossible to please Him; for he that cometh to God must believe that 


He is, and that Heis a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Heb. xi. 6.) 


S.—I think I understand you; that is all scriptual But what do you 
say a man should do to be saved? 

E.—The same as the Savior did when asked the same question —“ Keep the 
commandwents.” 

8.— But you asserted before that baptism is necessary. That is not even 
mentioned in the decalogue. 

E.—Indeed ; and do you suppose the ten commandments given to Moses 
are all the Lord ever gave or intended to give? Paul says God “command- 
eth all men everywhere to repent.” And, by the way, repentance is the 
second principle of true religion. The Savior also gave certain command- 
ments when He was upon the earth (John xiii. 34; Matt. xxii. 37-39), which are 
no less binding than those given to Moses. Hecommanded people to repent 
(Mark i. 15), and said, Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.” He 
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commanded His Apostles to go into all the world and preach the Gospel, say- 
ing, “ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that en 
not shall be damned“ (Matt. xvi. 16). 5 

S.—Well, well; if faith, repentance and baptism are all that are necessary 
to secure salvation, the Salvation Army are as likely to gain it as any others. 
They are taught to have faith ; no doubt they have all repented of their sins, 
and perhaps ninety-nine out of every hundred have been baptized. 

E.—Those principles alone are not sufficient to secure salvation. There 
are others equally essential. But when were these people baptized 1 

S.—Why, when they were infants. 

E.—And in what manner! 

S.—By being sprinkled with water. 

E.—And for what purpose ! 

S.—Well, simply because the rules of most churches require it, and that 
they might be admitted-as members of the church. * 8 

E.— Such a baptism as that is unscriptural and fraudulent, as to the time 
and manner in which it was administered, its object and the authority of the 
person who administered it. 

S. Can you prove that from the Scriptures ? 

E.—I can, and shall be very pleased to do so. : 
8.— Well, I should be pleased to hear you, but I must get out at this station. 
However, if you ever come to this town I hope you will call upon me, and 
continue this conversation. Here is my card. I wish you a pleasant journey, 

and good day. | 
E.—Good day, sir; and I shall be happy to call upon you 


TO CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS.—The Presidents of the various 
Conferences throughout Great Britain are requested to send in their financial 
report for the quarter ending March 31, 1883, as early as possible. 


CONFERENCE AT WIGAN.—The Semi-annual meetings of the Liver- 
pool Conference will be held at Wigan, Lancashire, on the 8th of April, in 
the Miner’s Hall, Millgate, commencing at 10.30 a. m., and 2.30 and 6.30 p.m. 
It is expected that as many of the Saints as possible of the surrounding region 
will attend, and invite strangers also to come. President John H. Smith and 
several other Utah Elders will be present, and discourse on the principles of 
the Gospel. | 


LONDON CONFERENCE. —A Conference will be held in Orson’s 
Assembly Rooms, 23 New Road, Whitechapel, London, E., on Sunduy, 
April 15th, meetings to commence at 10.30 a. m., and 2.30 and 6.30 p.m. 
President John H. Smith and other Elders from Utah will be present. 


CONFERENCE AT NOTTINGHAM. — Meetings of the Nottingham 
Conference will be held in St. Ann’s Chapel, St. Ann Street, Nottingham, on 
Sunday, the 22ad of April, commencing at 10 a.m., and 6 and 2 2 


EMIGRATION MATTERS. -- The address of Elder Jenne H. Hart, 
Church Emigration Agent, during the present season, will be P. O. Box 18, 
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New York. He is now at his post and ready to attend to business. The 
New York and Lake Erie Railrcad, over which it is expected the companies 
of emigrating Saints will be shipped, now extends from New York to Chicago, 
and. no change of cars will occur in that distance. 


NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS.—<Adult emigrants will now be allowed to 
take 150 lbs. of luggage each, instead of 100 Iba, as heretofore. 


tie 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0— 
_ BUSINESS “BOOM” EXPECTED IN SALT LAKE 
Elder George Reynolds, writing from Salt Lake City, Feb. 28th, says: 


„A large influx is expected into Utah when the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad is com* 
pleted, and a consequent boom. I believe, however, the rush will be transitory, and 
most of the incomers will again float off. 

President Tayler's health is very good, so I believe is that of President Smith, and 
of the council of the Apostles generally.” 

CHARACTERISTIC LETTER FROM BISHOP HUNTER. 

We have received a letter from Presiding Bishop Edward Hunter, dated Salt Lake 
City, March 2nd, which, considering the advanced age of the writer (ninety years on the 
22nd of next June), is a marvel of good penmanship and vigorousstyle. After expressing 
his anxiety to have his son, William W. Hunter, who presides over the Norwich Cen- 
ference, visit North Wales before his return home, and trace up the genealogy of his (the 
Bishop’s) great-grandfather, Robert Owen, he concludes as follows: A good tithing 
paid this two years, the best I have ever seen! Three temples fast approaching a finish! 
More than 100,000 dollars used in building and repairing tithing offices this season! 
Elder Charles C. Rich wearing out fast! Brothers Van Cott and Wm. Bringhurst 
gone! Things in a political point of view better than when you left.” 

PROGRESS OF THE WORK IN HOLLAND. 

E'der P. J. Lammers writing from Amsterdam, March 7th, says : 

Since my last writing to you seven persons have been added to the Church by bap- 
tism. Where there is an opening we let our voices be heard, but the majority ef man- 
kind close their ears and harden their hearts against the proclamation of the everlasting 
Gospel and the judgments which are coming upon the earth. The few who listen and 
obey are rejoicing in the God of Israel and in the testimony of Jesus, the spirit of proph- 
ecy, the spirit of revelation, the Spirit of God. 

The Saints feel well and are trying all they can to help us in the great work. Brother 
Volker is rejoicing and faithful in his labors, and we are trying to have the approbation 
of our heavenly Father and ef our brethren who are placed over us, and then we shall 
feel and work well. I have just received the little- pamphlet, The Kingdom of God,” 
from the printer. I hope it will do some good. We are going slowly but surely ahead, 
never minding the religious hatred ; we realize we have a message from God and not from 
men, and woe unto us if we are neglectful in preaching the Gospel.” 


SAINTS IN GERMANY CLASSED WITH SOCIALISTS—BRANCHES DISORGANIZED. . 


By letter from President P. F. Goss, of the Swiss and German Mission, written from 


Bern, March 12th, we learn that he had just returned from an extended visit throughout. 
the Mission. He found the work prospering in East Switzerland, but not so in Germany. 


The officers of the law there have of late been classing the Saints with the Socialists, and 
threatening and arresting them. In consequence of the excitement, he found it necessary 
to disorganize the Branches in Nurnberg, Munich, Mannheim and Ludwigshafen, and 


ordered that no more baptisms be performed for the present, but that the Traveling 


| 
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Elders labor quietly among the people and try and keep their faith alive. In the mean- 

time an effort will be made to satisfy the authorities as to the baseless charge of Social- 

ism, and claim for the Saints the right of religious liberty which the Constitution of the 
PERSECUTION OF SAINTS IN NORTHERN GERMANY—BRANCH BROKEN UP. 

Elder Ward E. Pack, jun., writing from Hamburg, March 13th, says : 

„Our prospects here in Hamburg have not à very cheering aspect, and I am afraid 
any attempt to establish a Branch will be unsuccessful, for the police will not allow a 
* Mormon Priest’ to remain over night if they can find him. 

„Our Branch here has been scattered to the four winds, and I am trying to gather up 
the remnants; a very hard task it is too, for many of them have apostatized, and, as is 
always the case, have become regular Mormon-eaters.’ | 

„The condition is much the same in Bremen, and I heard from Brother John Q. 

annon a few days since that the police were likely to make it unpleasant for him. The 

vil seems to be determined to hinder the progress of the Gospel to the extent of his 
power, but why he should select the German nation as his special instrument is not clear 
to me, and I suppose must at present remain one of the mysteries.” 


EXCURSION TO ITALY—STORMY WEATHER. 


Elder Jos. A. West, who, together with Elder J. A. A. Bunot, is making a 


tour through Italy with one of Cook’s excursion parties, writes as follows, 
from Turin, March 16th : 


After nearly a week’s sojourn in Paris we took our departure yesterday at 2.20 p.m. 
for Turin, arriving here at 5.50 this afternoon. We have had a most interesting, and, I 
trust, not altogether unprofitable time, though it has been stormy almost every day since. 
I left London. My journey across the channel was particularly unpleasant, but the 
severe shaking up that it gave me has unquestionably done me good. The country 
wherever we have been thus far has been covered with snow. Even this beautiful 
Valley of the Po, in which Turin is situated, is mantled in white as far as the eye can 
reach. We leave for Genoa to-morrow morning at an early hour, and thence on to 
Rome, arriving there on the 20th inst. We shall be back in this place in just two weeks 
from to-day, and should there be an Elder or a Branch of the Church — ae 
would be very glad to learn their address that we may call on them.” 


OLD MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH—MEETINGS IN BLACKBURN. 


Elder Henry Leyland, writing from Blackburn on the 11th inst., says: 

_ ** We have been to Chatburn and called on those old time sisters, one of whom gave 
me to understand she was baptized a little over forty-five years ago; her name is Ellen 
(Battersby) Carr. She gave me a bound volume of the Star (Vol. 1), presented to her 
by her brother just before he died, a good many years ago, which I promised to keep in 
kind remembrance of her. She was glad to see us, and desired that we should never pass 
by her door whenever we should be that way without calling onher. She lives all alone, 
but sister Tomlinson lives close by her, so they are company, and sister Tomlinson has 
commenced to take the Stak again, so as to get into the spirit of the times, and they are 
both in a fair way to live as Latter-day Saints again. We feel to rejoice to see a little of 
the fruits of our labors, as well as the labors of the brethren who have preceded us in 
this District. We held two meetings to-day (Sunday) in the Spinner’s Institute, St. 
Peter's Street, Blackburn, and managed, by advertizing und tracting a little, to get two 
good-sized congregations, there being from one hundred to one hundred and fifty strangers 
present, besides about thirty of the Saints, at both meetings) We happened to have two 
of the Traveling Elders present from the Manchester Conference, whe were on a visit 
to relatives, which was a great help to us. We all enjoyed a goodly portion of the Spirit 
of the Lord, and had the best of order throughout the day. We had a very intelligent 
looking congregation, composed of both males and females.” 
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THE WORK ON JERSEY ISLANDS. 


Elder George Atkin, jun., writing from St. Heliers, Jersey, March 24th, 
says: | 

was sont here to take Brother J. A. A. Bunot’s place during his tour on the Con- 
tinent with Brother Jos, A. West. I arrived here on the 27th of last month, and since 
then have spent most of my time distributing tracts and explaining our principles when- 
ever an opportunity has presented itself, and I have been very successful in removing » 
great amount of prejudice that existed towards us as a people, and have met witha 
number of gentlemen who have confessed to me that every principle we teach is strictly 
in accordance with the Scriptures, and they are thoroughly convinced that we are right, 
but they say if they joined the Saints that would end their days in this land—they would 
be broken up in business, for their friends would turn their backs upon them. and they 
would be looked upon as heathens, or something worse. I find a few who will receive our 
tracts, and some of them are seriously investigating our works, and they seem very 
anxious to find out which of all the different denominations is the true Church of Christ 
but the great mass of the people are very indifferent to religious matters. Money is the 
god they worship, and they are devoted worshipers of their idol. Many have a form of 
godliness, but most emphatically deny the power, as the Apostle said they would do. 
They pay their preachers to expound the Scriptures for them, while they themselves 
seldom read that good book, and are therefore unacquainted with the teachings of the 
-Patriarchs, Apostles and Prophets of old, but accept for doctrine the precepts of men. 


AMERICAN FORK ITEMS. 
BY JAMES CRYSTAL. 


— —0—— — 


American Fork is a country town of from two to three thousand inbabit- 
ants, mostly agriculturists. 1 contains and supports five general merchandise 
stores, besides two music und two drug stores. It is skirted by two impor- 
tant railroads, one north and the other south of the city. The road on the 
north vf us is the Utah Southern, the one on the south is the Denver and 
Rio Grande. This town is situate’ abont thirty miles south of Salt Lake 
City, in what is r as Utah Valley. This is a large, Sythe valley, wants 
peaches, apricots, plum “ars, applies, grapes and other fruits are rai . 
Kinds of roots cereals, common to a temperate 
climate, are grown tw perfection. 

— the contre of this. valley, gracefully and peacefully reposes a large, 
magnificent lake, known us the Utah Like. This Jake, which is a great 
adornment to the, volley, aud which is the resort and admiration of the trav- 
kinds of valuable jfishes,. such as trout, mullet, 
&c., which are caught during the legal tishiug seasons, and sent to supply the 
various fish markets of this and adjacent counties. 1 8 
Mo have had a very cold winter, so fur, tho thermometer having registered 
as low as 26 degrees below zero. Along through the early part of the winter, 
fears were entertained that snow would not fallin sufficient quantity to yiel 
water enough for next summer's irrigation. We are at rest now on this sub- 
ject, Parties who have returned lately from the mountains and canyons 
assure us that there need be no fear or alarm in this regard, as some storms 
there lately have piled up a wondrous supply of the “beautiful.” 

It is somewhat over seventeen years siuce I settled here, and I don't re- 
member a winter since I came when less death and sickness have prevailed 
than during the present winter, nor have I ever seen a season of greater 
peace and contentment ; of course, there are always some who have standing 


| 
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grievances, and who never can see anything exactly to suit them. This we 
expect, from the fact that the Gospel net catches all kinds of fish. 

ur city elections came off lately, and, notwithstanding the unjust, un- 
constitutional disfranchisement of polygamists, the right ticket triumphed. 
Our so-called Liberals” strove hard to obtain the prize they so much covet, 
viz., the controlling power over public affairs, but, as usual, they are stil! left 
out in the cold. We thank the Lord for the issue, and we ncknowledge Him 
in this as we do in all the other interpositions of His kind Providence. We 
know what sort of depravity these false pretenders wish to establish in both 
our municipalities and legis!ature. 

Our Mutual Improvement Associations are lively affairs here. Our young 
men have added another branch of study to their interesting and laudable 
category of pursuits, namely, the study of national law and politics, very 
important studies indeed, considering the important labors that will be re- 
quire! at their hands, and in view of the positions of honor and trust thut 
wil! yet be committed to their care. 

They are also engaged at present arranging for ground, material and labor for 
the erection of a large commodious building next summer: said building is to 
be chiefly designed for theatres, but will be soa as to be suitable for 
dances and other public amusements as well. It will have a large basement 
specially fitted 21 exclusively designed for the meetings and general business 
of the institution. The estimated cost of the structure is six to eight thon- 
sand dollars. 

Our last annual Sunday school concerts came off with great eclat, and re- 
flected much credit on all concerned. The various renderings of songs and 
recitations proved that both literary and musical taste and tuleut exist among 
our young folks of no mean order. 

Our free school system, which is upheld by a small property tax, works ad- 
mirably, giving all a chance, poor as well as rich, to gain a good common- 
school education. 

There are four free schools here, and, judging from the swarms of pupils 
let loose at recess and at meal hours, one would naturally suppose that school- 
masters aud school mistresses have a field in which to practice that 
valuable principle which rendered good brother Job so conspicuous. 

A | many of our young men, who wish advanced learning, go to Provo, 
to the — 2 Young Academy. This is a valuable, creditable institution 
and is under the surveillance and tuition of eminent moralists, and of gifted 
and —— professors. It is a fact, noticed by all here, that many of 
our boys who have been rded as reckless and rowdy before going to the 
B. Y. Academy have left the same, nice, quiet, well-behaved young men. 
Young men and women need educated hearts as well as educated heads. 

As to the effects produced here by the Edmunds Bill and by other Bil 
and by the appointment of Cummissioners to investigate and criminate us i 
possible, I see nobody scared, only a few weak, half-hearted, indifferent per- 
sons, who are always ready to find fault with somebody or something. Of 
course this class have reason to be fearful, from the fact that the Lord has 
said that the hypocrite in Zion shall tremble. | 

Last year marked an era in the various settlements and in Salt Lake Ci 
of unusual prosperity and $a aaa and this year bids fair to outrival 
its predecessors in this rega , 

It is the general expectation that when the Rio Grande Railroad from the 
East connects with the various lines of the same company alrea 22 
here, that capital will invest in Utah more than ever before. this as it 
may, we will have many new markets opened for our various products, which 
will still add further to our already general 13 
This people are a wonderful people, gui ed and directed by a wonderful 
Providence. It seems that when everything looks dark and foreboding, when 
evil designing men are the most embittered against them, some unseen hand 
is stretched forth for their salvation and deliverance—thus causing man’s 
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wrath to praise God, while the honest industry of the Saints of God are ful- 
9 2 by making the desert places flourish and blossom as the rose. 
eb. 1 


UTAH NEWS. 


i 

In the case of Kimball against Richards, wherein an appointee of Governor 
Murray tothe Probate Judgeship of Weber County was attempting to oust 
the man elected by the — and get possession of the office, an appeal to 
the Supreme Court of the United States has been granted on Judge F. D. 
Richards filing a bond of $2,500. As this case will be likely to govern all the 
others of a similar nature in the Territory, the arbitrary and outrageous 
attempt of the enemies of the Saints to get possession of the offices and 
despoil the public treasuries before another election could be held is foiled. 
In this the Saints can discern another evidence of an over-ruling Providence 
in their favor, and the clique of unscrupulous knaves infesting Utah, 
seeking to live by preying upon honest people, are correspondingly dis- 
comfited. 

A fire occurred at Ogden early on the morning of the 5th of March, sup- 


d to be of incendiary origin, which resulted in the destruction of a 


number of buildings. L. B. Adams’ mercantile establishment was among the 
buildings entirely consumed. His loss is estimated at $10,000, which is 
partly covered by insurance. 


The citizens of Minersville, Beaver County, have almost —— a 
3 capable of holding water sufficient to irrigate 1,000 aeres of farming 
n 


The Deseret News Publishing Company has built a large paper mill at 
Butlerville, about twelve miles from Salt Lake City, which, when finished 
and fitted up, will probably be one of the most substantial and complete, as 
well as costiy, structures of the kind in the western country. The machin 
from the old p mill in Sugar House Ward has been removed into it, an 
new machinery is also being received from eastern manufacturers and put up. 
It is expected that the mill will soon be ready to commence operations, and 


then be able to supply Utah with all of the print, and perhaps most of the 
book and wrapping papers required. 


Late advices from Salt Lake City say that the roads are so dusty that the 
ay of streets will have to be resurted to, unless they are dampened by 
an early shower. 


Small pox was brought into Pauguitch, Garfield County, a short time since 
by a young Indian, who was suffering from it, and was afraid to tell what 
ailed him, lest the people might refuse to entertain him. Four citizens of 
that place had contracted the disease at last accounts, but these cases are con- 
fined to two families, and precautions were taken to prevent its spread. Late 
news from Taylor, one of the settlements in Arizona, says that Jesse N. 
Perkins, sen., an old member of the Church and former resident of Bountiful, 
‘Utah, and his son John H. Perkins, had died from the small pox, but no new 
cases had devel and it was hoped the disease would spread no further. 

The Ogden Herald states that the Ogden branch of the Z. C. M. I. did 
business in the past six months to the amount of $500,000. 

‘ Baron Meyer, a French scientist, who has been visiting various parts of 
the United States for the purpose of studying the any of the country, 
writes to the Association Catholic as follows:“ After having examined the 


Mormon system of agriculture and irrigation, 1 hold it to be the most perfect 
in all America, and worthy of being studied in detail oy European engineers.“ 
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